The Arts Quarterly

Spring Bloom Arts Festival

McLean County Arts Center

Winter 2010

Saturday, March 20, from 10am- 5pm at the Blooming-
ton Sale Barn (located at 2027 South Main Street).

Admission to the one day event is just three dollars for
members and five dollars for non-members. Children
twelve and under are free.

The Spring Bloom Arts Festival brings together one hun-
dred talented and varied artists. Attendees shop original
paintings, prints, photographs, and a great selection sculp-
ture, glass, and jewelry while enjoying the live music.

Participating Artists listed on page 5.

January 15 through February 20, 2010
Brandt Gallery
Thickets: Ann E. Coulter

Artist Talk Rescheduled to Sat., Feb. 20 at 1pm

Generously sponsored by

Julie Beich & lan Crawley,
Deanna Frautschi & Alan Bedell
and Judy & Greg Struve

Air Like Honey, 2009, pastel on paper 72" x 96"

-

Thickets features Coulter’'s marvelous work in states that her recent drawings “are very
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pastel. Four of her new drawings measure 6 x
8 feet and form the core of this exhibition.
Coulter can be broadly described as a land-
scape artist. Her images are derived from pho-
tographs that Coulter takes “of weedy little
patches of nothing and nowhere” in central
lllinois. The resultant drawings are complicated,
layered and detailed and contain a full range of
natural forms, color, light and atmosphere.

With these large pastels, Coulter brings us star-
tlingly close to the subject, inviting us to ponder
just what it is that we are looking at. We under-
stand that we are looking at “nature.” Yet,
because we are seemingly enveloped by
thorny twigs and shimmering grasses, coiling
stalks and sticky pods in spaces that are dense
and sometimes murky, it can be difficult to
recognize where we are and to identify what we
are seeing.

The physical effort to “see” these drawings
echoes the artist’s conceptual intent. Coulter

much about the difficulties we have defining
the role of nature in today's culture.” Coulter’s
work causes us to re-evaluate what we con-
sider to be beautiful and valuable and what
we consider to be dismissible.

In an essay accompanying this exhibition, Bill
Conger writes that Ann Coulter’s work “peers
into the timeless moments and ever-moving
cycles of nature and grasps for the rooted bits
of truth.”

Ann E. Coulter was born in Joliet, Illinois. She
received a BS from lllinois State University in
1980, a MA from San Diego State University
in 1983, and a MFA from Bradley University in
2007. Coulter has shown consistently in  solo
and group shows in lllinois since 1988, and
her work has recently been included in
national and international exhibitions. She is
represented by the Peoria Art Guild and
Argazzi Art in Lakeville, Connecticut. Coulter
lives and works in EImwood, IL and Peoria, IL.
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McLean County Arts Center

Tuesday 10 am - 7 pm
Wednesday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday Noon -4 pm
(closed Sunday and Monday)

We encourage and
promote the
appreciation, study,
cultivation,
development, and
practice of the Arts in
McLean County.

Board of Directors

Ron Bacon, President
Mike McNeil, Vice President
Susan Brandt, Secretary
Lynn Gray, Treasurer
Bob Adam, Margaret Cordill,
lan Crawley, Charlette EIm,
Susan Emmerson,
John Groves, Mike Kerber,
Cheryl D. Jackson,
Gary Hoover,
Rodney Litwiller, Lisa Morris,
Cathy Richards, Jack Ritter,
Judy Struve, Jobie Tick,
and Peg Wetzel

Staff

Doug Johnson,
Executive Director
Alison Hatcher,
Curator
John Disco,
Education Coordinator
Robert Fifield,
Preparator &
Administrative Assistant

John Disco Joins Staff as Ed. Coord.

John Disco joins the MCAC Staff as Education
Coordinator. He grew up in central lllinois and
received his BFA from lllinois State University in
2003 and his MFA from the University of Wash-
ington in Seattle, both with an emphasis in print-
making. He comes to the Arts Center as Educa-
tion Coordinator with experience in higher edu-
cation and as a practicing artist. He has also
worked as a printing assistant for Manneken
Press, a local fine art press. John currently re-
sides in Bloomington where he continues to
work as an artist and educator.

2010 Amateur Exhibition Schedule
March 7—April 24, 2010
ENTRIES RECEIVED AT MCAC
Tuesday, February 23, Noon-7pm

Wednesday, February 24, Noon-5pm

REFUSED ENTRIES COLLECTED Tuesday, March 2, Noon-7pm
PUBLIC AWARDS CEREMONY Sunday, March 7, 2pm

LAST DAY OF SHOW

Tuesday, April 24

ACCEPTED ENTRIES COLLECTED

Tuesday, April 27, Noon-7pm

Sponsored by The Alamo II, Ron Bacon & Dee Bohbrink,
Commerce Bank, The Copy Shop, Francois Associates Archi-
tects, Lynn & Kelly Gray, Ken & Jan Holder, JMC Photo & Digi-
tal Services, Rodney & Sarah Litwiller, Fred & Lois Mills, John
and Paula Pratt, Cathy & Reid Richards, Louise Smith, Specs
Around Town, Robert & Connie Stefl, Irving & Jobie Tick,
Timothy Kent Gallery & Framing, Deb & Steve Wannemacher,
Patsy & Lynn Webber, and Doug & Margaret Williams
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Thanks! We need
sour friends, too!

The McLean County Arts Center is
one of
nity-based arts organizations.
Founded in 1888, incorporated in
1922 and in our current facility since

1979.

Annually we offer twelve exhibitions
in two galleries, one hundred and
nineteen classes, free workshops and
classes in underserved communities,
two large community arts festivals
and grants to area non-profits who
engage in arts programming.

We do this with two full-time and
two part-time employees, a great
team of interns, our board of direc-
tors and the incredible support of
our membership. Indeed, it is mem-
ber support that allows for our pro-
gramming.

In spite of our name, the MclLean
County Arts Center is not part of
McLean County government, nor are
we part of the City of Bloomington
or the Town of Normal. We re-

the Midwest

ceive no funding from any of these
duicipalitied dnsI®91 theo Tiomam Lof
Normal granted the MCAC official
agency designation and by the follow-
ing year the City of Bloomington and
McLean County followed suit, al-
though no financial support is in-

cluded.

Our ability to serve the community
and continue our long tradition de-
pends upon your assistance in ex-
panding our membership. Ve have
hovered around three hundred
households for years. Many join at
the fifty dollar level. We also have a
terrific group that is able to provide
exhibition sponsorships and larger
gifts that sustain and encourage our
efforts. Exhibition sponsorships are
$750 for the Armstrong Gallery,

$1500 for the Brandt Gallery.

The lllinois Arts Council, the agency
of the state that provides funding for
cultural institutions, has been deci-
mated by the

For fiscal year 2010 our program
grant is $5,630, down from a high of
more than $17,000 four years ago.
Our total 2010 operating budget will
reach $230,000, down from more

than $300,000 in recent years.

Do you know potential MCAC mem-
bers or have friends that have an
interest in the arts? Please bring
them to an opening or an event. If
you would prefer we can send you
our informational materials to share.
Send us an email at info@mcac.org
and wedll have a

you.

If the MCAC is to succeed, if our
services, exhibitions and mission are
valued in our community we must
have your support in expanding our
membership and increasing commu-
nity participation. | may be preaching
to the choir, but it is your connec-
tions and investment that we seek to
bolster. Thank you for your contin-

s.t at eugd%upp%rle achfog }our’ ﬁsgiséar&ei! =

pack

MCAC Hosts Tour d

The MCAC played host to the Downtown Business Asso-
ciation’s 3rd annual Chocolate Challenge, part of the 2010
Tour de Chocolat’ First Friday event on February 5. Four-
teen chocolate themed entries were submitted. Judges
were WGLT’s Laura Kennedy, Lancasters Restaurant's

Jan Lancaster, and the MCAC’s Doug Johnson. MCAC
board member Margaret Cordill took first place in the ama-
teur category, second place was Keli Krueger-Huhra. First
in the professional category went to Brett Tweedt, second
place was Kelly Mathy, both of Kelly’'s Café & Bakery.

DA

Wal-Mart Gra

nt
Supports MCAC
Education Outreach

The Normal Wal-Mart has awarded
the McLean County Arts Center a
grant of $2,000 in support of our
ongoing education outreach pro-
gramming for youth & families.

The MCAC provided free art work-
shops to youth at the Bloomington
Boys & Girls Club, UNITY Commu-
nity Center and monthly Saturday
Art Labs.
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Hua Nin Exhibition

Wi z ar d dtrylic dh caavids, 18 x 18 in.

Area Arts

The Area Arts Round Table (AART)
is an outgrowth of the efforts of local
arts groups to collaborate and share
resources.  Several groups were
partnering for specific promotions or
events, but a holistic approach had
yet to be adopted. Increasing our
audiences, resource sharing, col-
laboration, survival, promoting cul-
tural opportunities are the primary
goals of the Area Arts Round Table.

Participating groups include Akleltic
Magazine, Around the Corner Art-
ists Studios, Bloomington Center for
the Performing Arts, Cometogether-
studios, Community Players, Heart-
land Jazz Orchestra, Heartland
Theatre, TheatersCool, McLean
County Arts Center, McLean County
Dance Association, Prairie Fire
Theatre, Main Street Gallery 404,
Herb Eaton Gallery, and WGLT.

The Area Arts Round Table (AART)
has been meeting for a couple
years, although the website was
launched in mid-2009. The MCAC
serves as host for the collaborative
and works actively with the leaders
of all the arts groups to lead and
share our message.

The McLean County Arts Center is
the designated arts agency for our
region. Our mission statement
states “We encourage and promote
the appreciation, study, cultivation,
development, and practice of the

Armstrong Gallery

New Paintings by Hua Nian

February 19 - April 10, 2010

Opening Reception: Friday, February 19, 5pm to 7pm
Sponsored by Anonymous

Using acrylic paint and canvas, Hua Nian makes abstract paintings that make ref-
erence to images and marks found in primitive art and archaeological excava-
tions. She integrates these abstract images with an intuitive handling of color to
create remarkably nuanced and balanced compositions.

Hua Nian lives in Urbana, lllinois. She has been actively making and exhibiting
her paintings since 1996. Her work has been exhibited in solo, group, and juried
shows throughout the United States and has she has won numerous awards at
arts festivals in lllinois.

Round Table

Pictured: Gail Dobbins, Cathy Sutliff, Brian Simpson, Robbie Muir, Herb Eaton, Ann White,

Bob Mangialardi, Terri Miller, Joel Aalberts, Amreen Kahn, Matt Erickson, Doug Johnson.

Arts in McLean County.” Foster the
success of all local arts groups is cen-
tral to our mission.

The Arts fulfill the need for personal and
social re-creation profoundly and impact
the whole person all through their life.

Each organization has its own goals,
defined by their membership and audi-
ence, and each has joined in this effort
to enlarge public knowledge of the arts
and cultural opportunities in our com-
munity.

Each of our local arts groups proudly
serves as a refueling station for our com-
munity. Our cultural institutions are a vital
engine for commerce, our creative work-
ers, and our lives.

AART produces a community arts cal-
endar, website, and will be creating a
brochure for organizational promotion
in the next few weeks.

Visit the Area Arts Round Table website

www.mcaart.org

We have many choices for how we
spend our days, evenings, weekends,
and lives. In the end our recreation
often falls short of our much needed
re-creation.

1116
Theater, Music, Dance & the Visual Arts in McLean Courty
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Spring Bloom Arts Festival 2010 Participating Artists

Dalia

Robert
Carolyn
Nathan
George & Vicki
Kelly

Char
Gene
Barrie
Bob
Hugh
Martha
Rhonda

David

Jerry & Jacque
Barbara

Paul

James

Brock E.
Jerry
Kathy
Jim
Karen

Tracey
Derek & Jodi
Martin & Margaret
Mary & Robert
Thomas
Laura L.
Rachel

Renee

Aaron
Dominic
Retta

Mary Barge
David & Sandra
Jenni

Alice

Sandy

Chris

Jim

Nancy

Nancy

Char terBeest
Frank
Joe

Suzanne

Ancevicius
Anderson
Aylward
Bassett
Bedeian
Bedeian
Behrens
Brack
Bredemeier
Brehmer
Bridgeford
Brown
Cearlock
Clevenger
Crable
DeWaard
Dominguez
Downey
Eddleman
Farnsworth
Fields
Finch
Friedrich
Frugoli
Fultz

Gaiti
Gentry
Gross
Hammond
Haynes
Healy
Henkelman
Henkelman

Hentschel

Hoar
Holt
Hopfinger

Jaeger-Ashland

James
Jensen
Kemp
Koehler
Krahn
Kudla
Kudla
Landon
Leberman

Oak Lawn
Columbus
Indianapolis
Atlanta

Blue Grass
Durant
Mount Carroll
Blue Grass
Urbana
Rock Island
Urabana
Heyworth
Vandalia
Lafayette
Burlington
Dwight
Watertown
Monticello
Bloomington
Bloomington
O'Fallon
Bloomington
Topeka
East Peoria
Monticello
Beachwood
Cape Girardeau
East Peoria
Bloomington
Altona
Hannibal
Danvers
Bloomington

Aurora

St. Louis
Bloomington
Watertown
St. Ann

Fox River Grove
Oak Creek
Greenwood
Glencoe
Algonquin
Baraboo
Baraboo
Bloomington
Muskego

Exhibiting artists category totals:
Ceramics - 6; Fiber- 8; Glass - 9; Jewelry - 21; Painting - 26; Photo - 8; Sculpture - 17; Wood - 6.

Alan
Don Bollenbach &
Henry
Rebecca
John
Naomi

Ed

Cllifford
Eva

Wendy
Michael J
Laura
Darren

Jill
Nicole

Colin
Marcia

Eric

Susan
Larry
Gina
Barbara Tinger &
Jeanmarie
Angela
Kirby & Cindy
Dylan
Danny Dale
Leah L
Tahira

Jill

Michael
Michael & Nancy
Alicia

John
Al

Lisa

Cathy
Stan & Carol
John

Kate

Kit
Tom
Linda & Joe
Sandra
Charlie

Kae
Sondra
Rita
Sally

Lisa
Shawn

Don
Michael
Diane

Lever
Linda Brookens
Litchfield
Lockett
Madison
Marietta
Martin
Matyszczyk
May
McKeever
McNeil
Meddaugh
Miller
Miller
Moore
Murray
Nagy

Nye
Palmer
Pegram
Perillo

Petro

Pierce
Pringle
Punke
Reece
Richter
Rizvi
Scales
Schael
Scherer
Scolarici
Seiz
Sievers
Slodki
Soulter
Squires
Stoeckley
Strong
Sunderland
Suter
Sutterer
Sweeney
Sweitzer
Taylor
Thompson
Troller
Ulanosky
Williams
Wolter
Wood
Zecher
Zigler

Grafton
Anna

Peoria
Normal
Normal
Hastings
Springfield
Wales
Chicago
Colchester
Bloomington
Madison
Decatur
Urbana
Winona Lake
Madison
Bloomington
Chicago
Bloomington
Oswego
Washington

Chicago

Bloomington
Pesotum
Bloomington
Champaign
Clinton
Bloomington
Elk Grove Village
Cambridge
Sparland
O'Fallon
Chatham
Batavia
Chicago
Des Moines
Springfield
Louisiana
Chicago
Lincoln
Springfield
Marthasville
Highland
Champaign
Madison
Gibson City
Orland Park
Lombard
Chicago
Urbandale
Mazomanie
Aledo
Springfield

Wi
IL
IL
IL
IL
MN
IL
Wi
IL
IL
IL
Wi
IL
IL
IN
Wi
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL

IL

IL
IL
IL
IL
1A
IL
IL
Wi
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL

IL
MO
IL
IL
IL
MO
IL
IL
Wi
IL
IL
IL
IL

Wi
IL
Wi
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The MCAC is supported
in part by a grant from
the lllinois Arts Council,
a state agency.
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Bloomington, IL

This year’s festival returns to the streets of beauti-
ful Uptown Normal. We were grateful to lllinois
State University for the generous use of the Quad
during renovations. With street and building con-
struction largely complete, we are excited to re-
turn the event to its home location. This year’s
festival will play host to an anticipated 170 artists
and will begin at Linden Street and stretch west on
North Street and perhaps on areas of Beaufort St.

6

Application Timeline

March 31, 2010 - Application Due (postmarked)

May 1, 2010 - Artist Notification

May 31, 2010 - $150 Booth Fee Due

June 21, 2010 - Deadline to cancel with refund

July 10-11, 20108 The Sugar Creek Arts Festival
Saturday 10 am—5 pm, Sunday 1lam—4pm
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