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Holiday Treasures Opens 11/11/11 

The Holiday Treasures Opening is a ticketed event on Friday, November 11 
5:00pm-6:00pm features a members-only champagne reception, 6:00pm-8:00pm welcomes all 
other ticket holders.  All tickets are $40.  

Great original artwork, live music from David Berchtold, and delicious food and beverages 
make this a great way to meet friends, purchase gifts, and support the arts in our community.  

Help us decorate the Art Center's tree and support our vital  programming by purchasing and 
hanging your personalized  ornaments.  

Holiday Treasures is sponsored by Anne & Brian Boyden, Charlette & Roger Elm, Aaron 
Henkelman & Lori Baum, Ron Bacon & Deanna Bohbrink, and Mike & Alexis Kalish.  

Laura P. Sullivan, an Arts Center member and retired State 

Farm vice president, died last December following a two-year 

battle with  leukemia.  The daughter of William and Patricia Sul-

livan, of Iowa, her career at State Farm led her to a position as 

vice president, corporate secretary and counsel and a member 

of the Chairmanôs Council.   

 

As part of her estate, Ms. Sullivan provided a very generous 

donation to the MCAC.  Her thoughtfulness afforded the re-

sources to address several building concerns as well as future 

arts programming.  Thanks to her, brickwork on our structure 

was tuck pointed, our wooden portions painted, and an aging 

unused chimney was dismantled. Ms. Sullivanôs outstanding 

example creates a terrific legacy for the cultural life of our com-

munity with a profound impact that will be felt for years. 

Laura Sullivan Memorial Gift Benefits Arts Center, Community 

Laura P. Sullivan 
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Tuesday, 10 am - 7 pm  

Wednesday - Friday, 10 am - 5 pm  

Saturday, Noon - 4 pm  

(closed Sunday and Monday) 

We encourage and  
promote the  

appreciation, study,  
cultivation,  

development, and  
practice of the Arts in 

McLean County. 
 

 

Board of Directors 

Staff 
Doug Johnson, Executive Director 

Claire Hedden Curator 
Robert Fifield, Project Coordinator 
Joe Hooten, Education Coordinator 

 
Samantha Millar, Intern 
Matt Robinson, Intern 

 

Ian Crawley, President 

Anne Boyden, Vice President  

Aaron Henkelman, Secretary 

Charlette Elm, Treasurer 

Todd Bugg  

Margaret Cordill 

Susan Emmerson 

Dennis French 

John Groves 

Gary Hoover 

Cheryl D. Jackson 

Mike Kerber 

Mark Langenfeld 

Anne Matter 

Lisa Morris 

Angela Pelusi 

Ingrid Ramirez 

Barbara Taft 

Gladys Tietz-Mercier 

Traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony 
Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 ï 7:30pm 

Performed by Prof. Kimiko Gunji,  

former director of the Japan House of 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
 

Sponsored by Dennis French 

 

In conjunction with the exhibition TEA, 
a historical background and perform-
ance of a traditional Japanese tea cere-
mony will be demonstrated by Prof. 
Kimiko Gunji.  
 

Please join us for this unique cultural 
event.  

TEA 

December 2 ï December 24, 2011 

Armstrong Gallery 

Opening Reception:  

Friday, December 2, 5pm ï 7pm 

Sponsored by  

Mike and Cindy Kerber 

Over thirty artists in Illinois were in-
vited to share their contemporary 
interpretations of a centuries old art 
form, the Japanese ceramic tea 
bowl. An intimate way to express a 
myriad of ideas on beauty, sponta-
neity, pattern, narrative, and func-
tion, the tea bowls simultaneously 
embody the artistsô musings and 
offer moments of reflection for the 
user. 

Illinois artists participating in the ex-
hibition are: Albion Stafford, Ben 
Bates, Caroline Anderson, Charity 
Davis Woodward, Charles Jahn, 
Dan Anderson, Dane Sorenson, 
David Bolton, Delores Fortuna, Don 
Pilcher, Doug Jeppesen, Dwain Na-

ragon, Emily Schroeder Willis, Erica 
Iman, Erin Furimsky, Grace Sheese, 
Harris Deller, Jayson Lawfer, Kurt 
Brian Webb, Louis Ballard, Matt Wilt, 
Michael Schwegmann, Melanie 
Sherman, Paul Dresang, Paul Eshel-
man, Rimas VisGirda, Tim Kowalczyk, 
Tom Hoffman, Tom & Nancy Malone, 
Tom Vician, Tyler Lotz, William Farrell. 

This vintage image of the MCAC building, predates the Arts Center use.   

The structure of the adjacent bungalow is now staff offices. These two 
buildings were connected by the lobby construction during the 1980s. 

Rimas VisGirda  Tom Hoffman 
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Array/DisArray , a group exhibition of installation 

work will be on view in the McLean County Arts Cen-

terôs Armstrong Gallery from October 7 through No-

vember 19, 2011. An opening reception was held on 

Friday, October 7, from 5pm to 7pm in conjunction 

with downtown Bloomingtonôs First Fridays. 

The three exhibiting artists use lines of various materi-

als to create and define new spaces within the gallery 

walls.  

By manipulating abstract and geometric form, color, 

perspective, and scale, three-dimentional drawings are 

made specifically for the site and the audience to ex-

perience.  

The artists, Benjamin DeMott, Diana Gabriel, and  

Katie Hinton, are also  displaying drawings and paint-

ings in the  art centerôs Sales Gallery for the duration 

of the exhibition.  

This exciting show of emerging contemporary talent 

was co-curated with Rob Fifield, painter and MCAC 

staff member. 

Benjamin DeMott lives in Chicago and teaches ceram-

ics at Illinois State University. He received his BFA 

from the Tyler School of Art at Temple University in 

Philadelphia and his MFA from the New York State 

Array/DisArray features installation artists  

Artists Diana Gabriel, Benjamin DeMott and Katie Hinton, 
seen above, are three artists working independently with 

installation art that addresses the idea of line. 

College of Ceramics at Alfred University in Alfred, 

New York. 

Diana Gabriel earned a BFA at Northern Illinois 

University before completing her MFA at Illinois 

State University in 2007 and currently teaches at 

various colleges around Chicago and curates bi-

monthly exhibitions at Morton College in Cicero, IL. 

Katie Hinton, of Decatur, earned her BFA from Mil-

likin University, a Post Baccalaureate from the 

Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore, Mary-

land, and her MFA  from the Cranbrook Academy of 

Art in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

Array/DisArray is generously sponsored by  

Julie Beich & Ian Crawley and  

Barbara & Bill Taft. 

DeMott  Hinton 

Gabriel 
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Learning Simple Things 

John Cassidy 

January 13 ï March 3, 2012 

Armstrong Gallery 

Reception: Friday, January 20, 5pm ï 7pm 

Sponsored by Cheryl D. Jackson 
 
Learning Simple Things is an exhibition of  
abstract pastel drawings by local artist John 
Cassidy. Vibrant in color and complex in mark 
making, the drawings depict spaces only seen 
in the mindôs imagination. Inspired by litera-
ture, landscape, and the artistôs inquisitive 
thoughts, the pastels as a material are given 
room to explore their capabilities. 
 

Originally from Peoria Illinois, John Cassidy 
earned his BA and MA in English at Bradley 
University. During his graduate work in English, John began developing artwork relative to writing and 
poetry. He has lived and made his work in Bloomington for the past 17 years. 

Land Sky Water 

Jin Lee and Rhondal McKinney 

January 13 ï February 18, 2012 

Brandt Gallery 

Reception and Art Talk:  

Friday, January 20, 5pm ï 7pm 

Sponsored by Susan Emmerson,  

Dennis French & Hanne Heckmann 

The exhibition Land Sky Water brings to-
gether Jin Leeôs color photographs of Lake 
Michigan and Rhondal McKinneyôs black and 
white photographs of Illinois farmland. The 
photographs generate a dialog and meditation 
on nature and our relationship both physically 
and emotionally to our surroundings. Within a 
precise focus on composition and subtlety in 
details, the images stimulate the eye to wan-
der, search, and rest. 

Jin Lee is a Professor of Art at Illinois State 
University and currently serves as the MFA 
Graduate Coordinator.  She earned her MFA 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
and BA from Wellesley College. 
Rhondal McKinney is a Professor of Art at Illi-
nois State University and currently serves as 
the Director of Rural Documentary Collection. 
 He earned his BA and MFA from the Univer-
sity of Illinois. 

Upcoming Exhibitions 

Rhondal McKinney 

Jin Lee  
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Class Enrolling for Fall  

We have two new instructors this semester that we are very excited 
about and the classes are still open for enrollment.  

Teryn Brown will be teaching GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CAMERA 
beginning Tuesday, November 15th.  This class discusses in more de-
tail the ins and outs of your digital camera to better understand and op-
erate your equipment.  

Stephanie Lebak will be teaching EXPLORING WATERCOLOR begin-
ning Wednesday, November 2nd. Students will learn various techniques 
in the mediumôs directness and fluidity through washes, brushwork, 
and even drawing with watercolor pencils.  

There is no previous experience necessary for either of these classes 
and repeats are encouraged.  

On the last Saturday of every month, McLean 
County Arts Center offers a free visual arts pro-
gram led by local artists. There are three remain-
ing SATURDAY ART LABs this year, Oct. 29th, 
Nov. 26th, and Dec. 17th. Get your young artist 
preregistered for this wonderful art experience.  
This month students will be experimenting with 
lines in conjunction with the installation exhibition 
Array/DisArray displayed in our Armstrong Gal-
lery. 

Parties and Events at the Arts Center 
On October 8th we had a wonderful baby shower in our classroom studio where participants batiked one-

sies for the expecting mother and child. This type of event is going to be more prevalent in the future as we 

are working to increase the use of our classroom studios through parties, events, and other programming. 

In conjunction with the scouts in our community we are able to provide workshops that fulfill most if not all 

of their requirements for art activity badges. Be on the lookout for registration forms in order to plan your 

next exciting event with our arts education programming. 

Saturday Art Lab 


