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Brandt Gallery
All New and Exciting
July 307 August 27, 2010

Closing reception: Friday, August 27, 5pm
to 7pm (with music by Nathan Parks)

Sponsored by Cheryl Denise Jackson

The exhibition includes brand new work by
sixty-two local artists and includes a broad
range of artistic practices including painting,
drawing, photography, printmaking, sculpture,
and installation.

Holiday Treasures
Gala Novemberl?2

Tickets for this event
are available at the
Arts Center or through
members of our Board
of Directors.

Tickets are $30. The
gala features live mu-
sic, delicious food and
more. Gala attendees
are the first to shop
this exciting annual
exhibition!

Participating artists:
Jeanine Abels, Connie Rich-
ards Aigner, Les Allen,
Sheila Asbell Allen, Angel
Ambrose, Jan Brandt, Jane
Camp, John Cassidy, lan
Crawley, Darin Dawdy, Holly
DeGrote, Johnny Disco, LJ
Douglas, Danell Dvorak,
Herb Eaton, Susan Emmer-
son, Matt Erickson, Rob
Fifield, Richard D. Finch,
Ron Frazier, Joann Goetz-
inger, Susan Gofstein, Roger
Harris, Claire Hedden,
James Hejl, Kris Hender-
shott, Doug Johnson, Gary
Justis, Ken Kashian, Tim Kowalczyk, Marie-
Susanne Langille, Jeff Little, Lisa Lofgren,
Mike McNeil, Gladys Tietz Mercier, Chaz Mil-
lion (a.k.a. Trew Schriefer), Tracy J. Montoya,
Dann Nardi, Susan Palmer, David Park,
Michele Peterson, Tony Rio, Meda & Veda
Rives, Tahira Rizvi, Jeff Robinson, Nick Sati-
nover, Gloria Schabb, Melanie Scott-Dockery,
Kay Seefeld, Sarah Smelser, Emily Smith,
Phil Smith, Albion Stafford, C. Louis Stein-
burg, Kevin Strandberg, Megan Stroech, Brit-
ten Traughber, Pamela Wenger, Chris Wille,
Michael Wille, Ron Wojtanowski
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McLean County Arts Center

Tuesday, 10 am - 7 pm
Wednesday - Friday, 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday, Noon -4 pm
(closed Sunday and Monday)

We encourage and
promote the
appreciation, study,
cultivation,
development, and
practice of the Arts in
McLean County.

Board of Directors

lan Crawley, President
Mike McNeil, Vice President
Jack Ritter, Secretary
Charlette EIm, Treasurer
Anne Boyden
Margaret Cordill
Susan Emmerson
John Groves
Aaron Henkelman
Gary Hoover
Cheryl D. Jackson
Mike Kerber
Anne Matter
Lisa Morris
Judy Struve
Barbara Taft
Jobie Tick
Gladys Tietz-Mercier

Staff

Doug Johnson,
Executive Director
Alison Hatcher, Curator
Robert Fifield, Preparator &
Administrative Assistant

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

Brandt Gallery

lan Crawley / Odyssey:

A Journey in Land

September 107 October 30, 2010
Opening reception:

Friday, September 10, 5pm i 7pm
Art Talk: Tuesday, October 12, 7pm

Sponsored by Tracy Shepard and
Susan Baller-Shepard

AThis body of work
landscape: specifically the landscape
viewed along I-55 between Blooming-
ton-Normal and Chicago, lllinois. Itis a
journey | have made many times.

What once | experienced as a boring,
monotonous journey however, be-
came one of subtle beauty.

While driving, | gradually became ab-
sorbed by the
through this landscape. The gradual
undul ation of the
side wi ndow
ploughed and planted fields and spo-
radic communities. Signs and over-
passes would grow and expand as the
ribbon of road unfurled before me.

Most important was the realization that
almost all of what | experienced as
nature through the window of my car
was entirely man-made. From the
far mer so fields t

Armstrong Gallery

PAINT / Aaron Dugger,
Matthew Martin, Dan Mrva,
Trew Schriefer

September 247 November 6,
2010

Opening reception: Friday,
September 24, 5pm i 7pm

Sponsored by
Bill and Barbara Taft

P A I N T features new works by
four young painters who stretch
and pile the medium to new ex-
tremes.

experili ence

p as s experiency. | chpsg to wee pagu@l ma-

lan Crawley,

Setting Sail (starboard side)
2009, branches, tree bark, wood,
291/2x35x26in.

was inspired by t
trees, this was nature put into the ser-
vice of man. It was not meant to be
idyllic, but practical. Its beauty lay in
the subtle contrasts between the un-
dulating ground and man-made rec-
tangular plots of land, the textures and
colors of crops and plant life against
communitiesd clust
the concrete roads and the expanse of

sky above.

of Omovi ng

Thig hody of works is a riesponse tojthis

terials from the landscape such as
soil, tree branches, and tree bark with
man-made materials such as nails,
rope, wire, and mirrors to develop the
ideas. Some of the pieces are inspired
by the experience of driving on I-55.
Others are markers or visual odes to
the journey, expressing reflections,
thoughts, and impulses toward the

experience. 0
0 t he

pl acement
0 lan Crawley

Matt Martin
visual aid (detail) 2009, acrylic paint,
16 3/4 x 17 1/2 x 6 in.
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CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

Armstrong Gallery
the backyard

Bill Ciccariello, Brian Collier, Bill Conger,
Alice Hargrave, Marie-Susanne Langille, Dawn Roe,
Amanda Smith, Anna Wollenschlager

July 237 September 11, 2010
Closing reception: Friday, September 10, 5pm i 7pm

Art Talk: September 7, 7pm.
Brian Collier presents "Exploring Unintentional Greening"

Sponsored by
Cathy & Reid Richards and Peg & Bill Wetzel.

Bill Ciccariello, Fire and Mog2010, oil on board, 9 x 10 in.

Amanda Smith
All the World is Green

Bill Conger
in love with distance { breakage
2008, wood, acrylic and silicone.

The backyard is an outside space that is often transformed
into an inside-like space: it may be enclosed by fences and
hedges and furnished with a table and chairs set on a lush
carpet-like lawn. It becomes a domesticated outdoor space
that requires due diligence, for the grass, trees, bushes,
flowers, and weeds grow constantly and weekly threaten to
reclaim the space. Someone responsibly cuts the grass,
maintains the borders, cleans the outdoor furniture, and
moreover contends with the pervasive effects of weather,
animals, and insects. For a time nature is somewhat con-
trolled and a safe setting is carved out for the unfolding nar-
ratives of human existence. The precarious in-between-
ness of the backyard 1 outside/inside, public/ private, wild/
tame i makes it a space of mystery and play.

The artworks in the exhibition allude to the elusive liminality
of the backyard space. Many of the works are purposefully
distant and spare with only selective imagery i a fire pit in
a painting by Bill Ciccariello, a popsicle sculpture by Bill
Conger, a table edge in a photograph by Dawn Roe, and
carefully outlined rocks in a painting by Amanda Smith.
These works in their various ways attempt to recover a
feeling or trigger a Proustian memory of a specific space
and time. Other artists in the exhibition heighten our aware-
ness of the in-between-ness of the backyard by capturing
images of the space at an in-between time of day. Langille
photographs neighborhood children at play in the late after-
noon. Hargrave culls twilight views of the backyard just be-
fore, or may be just after, a family gathers to eat and talk,
play and relax. These artists utilize the imperfect clarity of
the gloaming to heighten the ambiguity and emotion of
these dusky scenes. The space and scale shimmer. The
echoes of innocent laughter visually linger and point to the
fleeting temporality of the backyard.
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Monthly Membership Madness Contest

The McLean County Arts Center announces a new membership

Participants are invited to successfully recruit one new member each month. Every month we will
select a winner from among our new members in a monthly drawing, from our sponsored new mem-
ber pool, for a twenty-five dollar gift certificate. Contest participants who generate new member-
ships will be entered into the prize drawing, earning one entry for each new member they sponsor.
The winner will be awarded a $500 gift certificate redeemable for purchases at any MCAC exhibition
or for any class. The contest continues until March 1, 2011.

The grand prize drawing will occur on Sunday, March 6th at the awards ceremony
for the Annual Amateur Art exhibition.

con

Community Arts Access
Grants Awarded for Local

Groups Cultural Programs

In conjunction with the lllinois Arts Council, the
MCAC awarded $4,050 to eight non-profit arts
groups in McLean County this March. Applicants
submitted funding requests for specific programs
occurring before October of 2010.

Of the 14 applicants, awards were given to those
whose programs best emphasized artistic innova-
tion and the ability to reach underserved popula-
tions.

The lllinois Arts Council is a State Agency. The
McLean County Arts Center serves as the desig-
nated Arts Agency for our county.

The groups selected were as follows: the City of
Bloomington Parks and Recreation Program:
$250; Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts:
$600; Community Players: $600; Heartland Jazz
Orchestra: $200; Heartland Theatre Com-
pany: $500; lllinois Symphony Orchestra,

Mclean County Arts Center

s i e | e Inc: $900; lllinois Theatre Consortium: $200; and

. Prairie Fire Theatre: $800.
Heartland Bank Sponsors Festival Poster $

Heartland Bank is sponsoring a new Sugar Creek A rotating committee of local individuals with arts,
Arts Festival Feature. Limited edition artist-designed music, and finance backgrounds comprise the re-

posters commemorating eac I?/iewypﬁn'él.r Jefp Greferfé@eﬁg,i Kedn Stratdbérd;
introduced at the 2010 event. A call to artists for 2011 and Kevin Kuebl er served

poster designs will go out in November.
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Festivals Attract Talented Artists to Area
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Sugar Creek Arts Festival Award Winners 2010 Best of Show: Timothy Marcotte of Stevens Point, WI, ; 1st Place
Fine Art: Sharon Spillar St. Louis, MO; 2nd Place Fine Art: Lou Zale of Deerfield, IL; 1st Place Fine Craft:

Amanda Pierce-Ghahramany of Bloomington, IL; 2nd Place Craft: Al Sievers of Batavia, IL.
Pictured above are Zale, Pierce-Ghahramany, Sievers, Spillar, Marcotte and MCAC Director Doug Johnson.
Judges for the festival were artists Dick Folse and Andrew Jumonville.

Spring Bloom Arts Festival Award Winners 2010 Best of Show: Paul Dominguez, of Watertown, WI; First Place Fine
Art: Tracey Frugoli of East Peoria, First Place Fine Craft: Sandy James of Fox River Grove, Second Place Fine Art: Rita
Troller of Orland Park, Second Place Fine Craft: Jeanmarie Petro & Barbara Tinger of Chicago. Pictured above are

Barbara Tinger, Sandy James, Tracey Frugoli, Rita Troller, Paul Dominguez. Artist Claire Hedden served as judge.
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Non-Profit Organization

McLean County Art Association
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The MCAC is supported
in part by a grant from
the lllinois Arts Council,
a state agency.

Fall Classes for Youth & Adults Now Available

Fall is on its way and so is a new semester of classes
at the McLean County Arts Center. Our art classes
are a great way to cultivate an old passion or learn
new skills in painting, drawing, ceramics, photogra-
phy, and sculpture.

No previous art experience is required to fully partici-
pate and enjoy our wide variety of classes. Our
gifted instructors can reveal the talent you never
knew you had.

Check out our website for the class schedule or call
to have an education brochure mailed to your door.

MCAC is excited to continue the success of Satur-
day Art Lab! This series has reached over 450 com-
munity members since its inception in October 2008.

Saturday Art Labs during the fall semester will occur ) o ) .
on the last Saturday of each month. This program is  Advanced registration is required to join us at SAL!

sponsored by a grant from the Target Corporation. Callore-mai | to reserve your

SAL! is an opportunity for children and their families at 309-829-0011 or education@mcac.org
to experience art-making with local artists! The pro-

gram is FREE and begins at 2pm on the last Satur-
day of the month.
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